
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2020 

Welcome to the October edition of the 

CMA Gloucester newsletter  

Words from the Chair! 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This passage, from Isaiah 52, was the focus of my Bible reading earlier this week and the idea 

of ‘put on your strength’ has kept returning to my thoughts. The passage doesn’t say ‘pray for 

strength’ or ‘work hard to find your strength’.  We are simply told to put on the strength which is 

ours in Jesus.  How often do we think that we can cope in our own strength only to be 

disappointed that we fail, yet again? Psalm 27 says; ‘The Lord is the strength of my life; of 

whom shall I be afraid?’ 

I love the exhortation here to ‘awake’ and ‘arise’, as if we have been sleeping until now!  But 

this does suggest the sense of ‘suspended animation’ that we may have experienced over 

lockdown, both physically and spiritually.  In September we have started to join in CMA biking 

activity, which has re-awakened our active ministry, only to be crushed by new Covid 

legislation.  But God says ‘awake’! : our call to represent Christ to a darkened world continues. 

With our love and many blessings. 

Alan & Liz 

Chair & Vice-Chair, Gloucester Branch 

 



 

 

 

 

 

So we are reeling from the re-application of stricter lockdown Covid rules in the face of  
rising numbers of those infected in the UK.  This is a blow to everyone but one we 
recognise as being unavoidable at the present time.  It is especially difficult for us as we, 
and our nearest branch in Bristol, had started to do more actual biking events together.  
They’ve been really enjoyable and we thank God that we had the opportunity.  However, 
we must resign ourselves to not being able to meet up face-to-face for the coming weeks 
or months. 
 
Let’s continue to pray for our biking friends, locally and nationally, many of whom do not 
know Jesus as Saviour and Lord.  Many may have felt lost and alone during the lockdown 
period.  Let’s look out for opportunities to serve and love them, and to pray with them, if 
they want.  Pray that in these dark times they will seek the God of light and hope. 
 
Local biking news:  The RAT Triumph club had begun to meet on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month.  They have had to suspend their meetings under the new lockdown measures 
prohibiting social gatherings of more than six people.  Please pray for them and other 
bike clubs that our members belong to. 
 
So here’s what to look out for in October in CMA Gloucester and CMA UK: 
 
We have arranged a Zoom meeting on Thursday 7th October.   
Here are the details: 
Meeting ID:  420 213 2493 
Password:  3cMqQJ 
 
We would like to discuss the national AGM agenda (see next page), share all our news 
and pray.  We only have 40 minutes though, so sign in promptly and prepare yourself 
beforehand regarding topics for discussion! 
 
 
As mentioned, the national AGM is coming up.   It had to be postponed from its usual date 
in April.  It will be a Zoom meeting. Here are the details.  All CMA members should have 
received this via an email. 
 
‘Due to the ongoing challenges and restrictions on gatherings, the CMA 2020 AGM will be 
held via Webinar on Zoom.  
 

Please click on the following link now or as soon as you can to register to attend the 
AGM:  
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_A0020CPIR1qOFAQ64T7zAg  
 
The registration form will require confirmation of your name, branch, membership number 
and that you are a member.  
 
Once your membership details have been checked and confirmed, further details of how 
to access the AGM on 10 October (plus any instructions for the day) will be sent nearer 
the time. Please note that the access link only works per person so each member will 
need to register with their own email address (as per CMA Membership) to get this 
information.’ 
 

FOR THE AGM AGENDA PLEASE SEE PAGE 

Here’s what’s happening  

in October: 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_A0020CPIR1qOFAQ64T7zAg


 

 

 

 

The national AGM agenda: 
 
Meeting to be held at 2.00 p.m. on Saturday 10th October 2020  By webinar   
1. The meeting will be opened with a time of worship and prayer and focus on God’s 

Word.   
2.  A record will be made of all those present.   Apologies in writing will be accepted by 

the National Secretary or a member of the National Executive not less than one hour 
before the meeting.    

3. Appointment of Chairman, Secretary and Tellers for the Meeting.    
4. Minutes of the 2019 AGM to be presented for acceptance.   
5. National Reports:  5.1 National Chairman: Mike Fitton.  5.2 Treasurer: Rob Urand    

5.3  Reports from members of the National Executive & National Officers. All reports 
sent out with the agenda/separate emails prior to the meeting to be presented for 
acceptance. Questions about the reports are welcomed.   

  
6.  Election of National Executive. Oliver Hamilton resigned from the Exec in April. He 
 was elected in 2018 and had served two years. Ian Cameron was elected in 2017 and 
 after this three year term of office stood down in April and will not stand for re-
 election. Rob Urand was elected in 2017 and is standing for re-election. There are in 
 total five vacancies and three nominations.     
  
Nominee: Rob Urand M043 Proposed: Jon Kanaar M044 Seconded: Phil Roberts M113  
  
Nominee: Chris Houghton M129 Proposed: Phil Parker M341 Seconded: Andy Harrison 
M570  
Nominee: Dave Lock M026 Proposed: Patrick Killoran M102 Seconded: Bob Parry M111  
  
7. Proposals: (Note: Proposed changes to the Constitution or Rules of CMA require a 

two thirds majority of Members present and voting to pass.  All other proposals 
require a simple majority of Members present and voting.)   None have been 
received.  

8. Items of Business for the AGM  
 1. Situation report from Keith Sanders  and the committee looking at the review of 
 the CMA constitution and rules.  
 2. West Midlands branch is now amalgamated with Staffs and Shrops branch.  
  
9.  Any Other Business (AOB) (Items must be handed to a member of the National 
 Executive at least two hours before the meeting.)   
  
10. Date and Location of the 2021 AGM.    The 2021 Spring Fellowship Weekend will be 

held in April by Forth and Tay Branch, with the 2021 AGM included on 17th April 
2021. Branches willing to host future AGMs should notify a member of the National 
Executive.    

11. National Chairman: Summing up.     
12. Close in Prayer.  
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT OFFICERS’ REPORTS AND LAST YEAR’S MINUTES HAVE BEEN 
EMAILED TO ALL CMA MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS 
 
 

Here’s what’s happening  

in October: 

 



Report on 

CMA bike events in September: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday 6th September:  ride-out and socially-distanced picnic at Abergavenny Bus 
Station, Monmouthshire.   
 
It was wonderful to meet up with lots of the Bristol Branch, plus new member Glyn from 
South Wales, and a good turn out of Gloucester branch members and supporters.  
Despite the weather doing its best to dampen our spirits, we had a lovely relaxed picnic in 
the park next to the bus station and some nice conversations with other bikers who 
regularly turn up to Abergavenny bus station. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The weekend of 18th—20th September: CMA camping and fellowship weekend at Dolau 
Afon near Aberystwyth, arranged and hosted by Bristol Branch. 
 
We were so pleased that this weekend finally happened after being postponed from June.  
The campsite was much improved in the last couple of years.  The setting is glorious: 
surrounded on two sides by a beautifully clear river and woodland on the others. There 
were representatives from quite a few CMA UK branches.  The fellowship is always 
relaxed and fun, and a great chance to get to know folk who perhaps we don’t get to see 
very much. 
The ride-out on Saturday, lead by site owners Vernon and Jill, wasn’t for the faint hearted, 
but nevertheless was spectacular. No Gloucester members took part in the run but did our 
own ‘thing’!  Alan and Liz went to the coast; although very windy the sun was out and the 
views were lovely.  Saturday evening is always a BBQ.  A great evening ending with 
toasted marshmallows! 
On Sunday morning, after most had packed their tents early, we had our open air service 
at which Mike spoke.  With no communal singing allowed, Anne from Bristol branch sang 
a song of blessing, accompanied by Alexandra from our branch who ’signed’ it 
beautifully.  
We can thoroughly recommend this lovely, relaxed weekend of fellowship.  If you don’t 
camp there are other options on site and B&B’s locally.  Look out for next year’s details!  

 
 

 
 



What to pray: 

Words from Colin, our Prayer Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Daily prayer and devotionals come in many formats. Some follow a written and more rigid form. 

Others prefer a more fluid approach each day. I am of the latter persuasion but have learnt over 

the years that both have their place. 

Last weekend on my way to Len’s Run at Dolau Afon disaster struck, one of my rear brakes 

locked. I was able to release it but ended up with no rear brakes at all. Sat Nav took me the 

scenic route, and there was I riding a fully laden trike, with a fully laden trailer on mountain roads 

relying on only the front brake. Much prayer went up and I was even able to sing songs of praise 

and arrived on site safely. 

The next morning, I wandered over to Harry, who, I did not realise was saying his morning 

prayers. Harry uses prayers of the early saints and church and invited me to join in. We read 

alternately. I read the Morning prayer of the last Elders of Optina. 

 

“O Lord grant that I may meet all that this coming day brings to me with 

spiritual tranquillity. Grant that I may fully surrender myself to Thy holy 

Will. 

At every hour of this day, direct and support me in all things. Whatsoever 

news may reach me in the course of the day, teach me to accept it with a 

calm soul and the firm conviction that all is subject to Thy holy Will. 

Direct my thoughts and feelings in all my words and actions. In all 

unexpected occurrences, do not let me forget that all is sent down from 

Thee. 

Grant that I may deal straightforwardly and wisely with every member of 

my family, neither embarrassing nor saddening anyone. 

O Lord grant me the strength to endure the fatigue of the coming day and 

all the events that take place during it. Direct my will and teach me to 

pray, to believe, to hope, to be patient, to forgive, and to love. Amen.” 

 

This really blessed me. 

 At the end of the weekend I was able to arrange to have the trike and trailer relayed home. 

A further blessing was that, because of Covid-19, they couldn’t have us in the cab of the 

truck so provided a courtesy car for me to be able to drive myself and Hazel home. 



Items to Praise God for: 

*  Safe journeys to and from Dolau Afon and a blessed time of fellowship. 

*  Brian and Sue’s answer to prayer regarding a webcam and mic. 

* Praise God we are Covid-19 safe so far. 

* Praise the Lord that we’ve had  the opportunity to get out on our bikes this last 

 month and in spectacular scenery.  Thank you, Lord, that we have been able to 

 fellowship together and with CMA members from other branches. 

 

 

Items for Prayer : 
 

*  Please pray for our National A.G.M. All our officers, those standing for posts, technical 

  issues, and God's vision. Also, members wading through all the 'paper' work of last  

  year's minutes and this year's reports. 

*  We pray for all those in leadership, both nationally and at branch level.  We pray that  

  all would seek after you, Lord.  We pray for a fresh vision and guidance for the coming 

  year, for continuing mercies and fruitfulness.  Continue to use CMA for your glory,  

  Lord, and for the growth of your Kingdom. 

     *  There are a number of CMA UK members who have significant health issues at the  

  moment.  Please pray for health and healing, and God’s blessing on them and their  

  families. 

*  God's blessing on our families. Also, peace where things are tough. 

  Wisdom in how we behave in a Covid-19 environment and continued health for all. 

*  All of our members and families working face to face. Sue (Brian’s wife) is working in 

 a John Lewis cafe. 

*  The mental Health of us all as we endure pressures we have not known before. 

*  Our C.M.A. 'Brothers and sisters' in the U.S.A. facing wildfires, BLM and election  

  issues, and Covid-19 that God will bless their ministry in that climate. May He give  

  them wisdom in their decisions.  

*  Pray for CMA UK members and other Christians who live in areas of renewed Covid  

  restrictions.  May they serve God in their communities, looking to Him for strength and 

  guidance and to be a light in dark places.  Lord, let your Kingdom come! 

 

  
Thank you for your continued support in praying for the CMA, Locally; 
Nationally; and Globally. 
 
God bless, 

Colin 

Prayer coordinator, Gloucester Branch 

 
 
  
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS CAN BE SENT TO COLIN AT ANY TIME.  EMAIL ON:  

gloscmapray@gmail.com 



 

NEWSLETTER  OCTOBER 2020 

We would love to end our newsletter with 

something funny! 

Email us a bike or faith-related photo & we’ll include it. 

PLEASE NOTE:   IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WISH TO INCLUDE,  

THE COPY DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER 2020 NEWSLETTER  :  SUNDAY 25.10.20 

Every blessing;  From the Editors,  Alan & Liz 

Alan Robertson Branch Chairman   Tel.  07875 563 285  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Liz Robertson  Branch Vice Chairman  Tel.  07815 101 925  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Alexandra Dyer Branch Secretary   Tel.  07985 124 609  Email gloscmasec@gmail.com 

Registered Charity : 1080911 Web Site : www.bike.org.uk/cma 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. ,PO Box 8155 Loughborough, Leics LE11 9AR 

 

 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

SOMETHING TO MAKE YOU SMILE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember: how ever bored you get DO NOT try  

motorcycle gymnastics!  Our guess is that this did not end well!! 

(seen recently on Facebook) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 


